ENGLAND IN  THE  EIGHTEENTH  CENTURY
The Tories Tories began to oppress their rivals, they were again dis-
crown,**" missed. War necessitated party peace; both the Whigs
I7°5'	in 1690 and the Tories in 1705 had to learn that war did not
allow party feuds to be opened. The Tory attempt to
crush the Dissenters, " the most spreading branch of the
Whig party,"1 by introducing Occasional Conformity Bills,
drew from the Lords the declaration that f< in time of war
they thought alterations unnecessary and dangerous, and
that they were unwilling to bring any real hardships upon
Dissenters ... or give them any cause of jealousy or
fears/*2 Realising the necessity for party peace in time
of war, the Queen made the statement that " she would
inviolably maintain the Toleration/'8 She therefore withdrew
the support which she had given-—unsuccessfully—to the
Bill of 1702 and connived, first, at the secret opposition,
and then at the open hostility, of Marlborough and Godol-
phin to the Bills.
But return
to power,
1710.
By 1710 the Whigs had lost their power; they were dis-
missed with Godolphin; the Duchess of Marlborough had to
leave the Royal service; and though the Duke was left in
command till the end of 1711, he was powerless. In the
Lords, Whig opposition to the Peace was overcome by the
Queen's creation, of eleven peers* For this revolution in
party politics there were several reasons; in the first place,
Harley, with the assistance of Mrs, Masham, won the ear of
the Queen, who was all the more ready to listen because of
the aggressive way in which the Whigs had forced distasteful
ministers upon her. The burden of taxation had become
intolerable; the merchant shipping of the nation had suffered
severe loss, and so great was the decline of our trade
that, despite considerable increase in the incidence of
taxation, Its total yield between 1701 and 1706 fell by
£300,000. Yet the Whigs refused the favourable terms
offered by Louis in 1709, and by concluding the Barrier
Treaty with the Dutch, showed that they loved war for
war's sake, and that they would allow England's allies to
1 * Swift, Examiner No, 37 (1711); Trevelyan, Select Documents,
p. 62,
2 Burnet, Hist, of His Own Times, vol. ii., p, 217*
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